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Museum and Trinity College, Dublin. The tables were
being turned so successfully on the Chancellor that the
Reverend Peter O'Neil was being talked of as a greatly
injured ecclesiastic, and it was felt in high quarters that
steps must be taken to find out the truth. The following
letter from Marsden to Lord Castlereagh throws more light
on the affair.
"The Castle, Dublin.
Private.                                                    ist Feb. 1804.
My dear Lord,
I have got the original proceedings in the case of O'Neil
the Priest with some papers and letters which are connected
with them.
The statement made by O'Neil is false in many par-
ticulars, particularly so as to Green's evidence, which is
exactly what the D. Judge Advocate reports it to have
been.
I should not, however, wish the whole case to be much
canvassed, as the man never underwent any species of
trial previous to the whipping which he received and a
long detention in prison: but it was the case with many
beside him at that period (June 1798) before regular pro-
ceedings by Court Martial were instituted, even before the
passing of the Act. It was really a year and a quarter
after this that, by order of Lord Cornwallis, the Court
of Enquiry was held which examined evidence, certainly
altogether ex parte, and not going to prove the commit-
ting of the crimes with which O'Neil was charged, but
merely his declarations of his guilt. That he was guilty
I have not the smallest doubt, but the circumstances I have
mentioned will not stand test at this day and the infor-
mality overweighs the crime. Upon the whole, I should
therefore be inclined not to press forward any proceeding
which could bring the whole matter under further observa-
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